
 

 

January 4, 2025 

WELCOME TO 

A PARISH SERVED BY THE VOCATIONIST FATHERS 
(founded in 1920 by Saint Justin Mary Russolillo, SDV) 

Our 126th year of service to the people of God in Coney Island 
website: www.olsbrooklyn.com 

e-mail: rectoryoffice@olsbrooklyn.com 

Shrine Church of Our Lady of Solace 

2866 WEST 17TH STREET 
BROOKLYN, NY 11224 

Phone: 
(718) 266-1612 

Fax: 
(718) 301-2281 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES 

SUNDAY 
9:30 AM and 12:30 PM Masses in English 

11:00 AM Mass in Spanish 

MONDAY THRU FRIDAY MORNINGS 
8:30 AM Mass in English 

TUESDAY AND FRIDAY EVENINGS 
6:30 PM Mass in Spanish 
6:00 PM Exposition of 

the Blessed Sacrament and Benediction 
(Tuesdays and First Friday) 

SATURDAY MORNINGS 
9:00 AM Mass in English (preceded by  
Our Lady of Solace Novena at 8:30 AM)  
10:00 AM Mass in French Creole Mass 

celebrated every First Saturday of the month 

CONFESSIONS IN THE CHURCH 

SATURDAY 
10:00 AM to 11:00 AM 

PARISH STAFF 

REV. ROBERTO DA SILVA, SDV 
PARISH ADMINISTRATOR 

REV. ROWLAND ONUEGBU, SDV 
PAROCHIAL VICAR 

MS. ABIGAIL GONZALEZ 
Parish Secretary 

rectoryoffice@olsbrooklyn.com 

MRS. MARIA GARCES 
Director of Religious Education 

mgarces@olsbrooklyn.com 

MR. ROBERT WEIGEL 
Director of Music olsmusicman@earthlink.net  

MR. CELESTINO REYES 
Parish Maintenance 

PARISH TRUSTEES 
MR. VINCENT CIRINO  
MS. CARMEN RICCI 
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 Sunday 
 01/04 

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 
9:30 AM: Mass in English (Our Lady of Solace Choir) 
10:45 AM: CCD Classes in school building 
11:00 AM: Misa en español (organista/cantante) 
12:30 PM: Mass in English (organist/singer) 

 Monday       
 01/05 

8:30 AM: Mass in English 
Eucharistic Adoration in Chapel: 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM 
Rectory Office Hours: 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM 
9:30 AM - 1:00 PM Catholic Charities Food Pantry at Russolillo Parish Center 

 Tuesday 
 01/06 

8:30 AM: Mass in English 
Eucharistic Adoration in Chapel: 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM 
Rectory Office Hours: 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM 
6:30 PM: Misa en español 

 Wednesday 
 01/07 

8:30 AM: Mass in English (of the weekday) 
Eucharistic Adoration in Chapel: 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM 
Rectory Office Hours: 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM 

 Thursday 
 01/08 

8:30 AM: Mass in English 
Eucharistic Adoration in Chapel: 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM 
Rectory Office Hours: 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM 
6:30 PM: Our Lady of Solace Choir rehearsal in church 

 Friday 
 01/09 

8:30 AM: Mass in English 
Eucharistic Adoration in Chapel: 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM 
Rectory Office Hours: 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM 
6:30 PM: Misa en español 

 Saturday 
 01/10 

8:30 AM: Novena to Our Lady of Solace 
9:00 AM: Mass in English 
Confessions 10:00 AM to 11:00 AM in church 
RECTORY OFFICE IS CLOSED. 

THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE 

Parish Support 
We thank you for your continued love 

and support for our parish! 

Catholic Charities Food Pantry 

PICK UP AT RECTORY BASEMENT ENTRANCE. 
(CLOSED ON NATIONAL HOLIDAYS) 

Pledges received: 56 
Diocesan Assigned Goal: 

$30,805.00 

AMOUNT PLEDGED: 
$24,830.00 

AMOUNT RECEIVED: 
$20,610.00 

as of 12/22/2025 
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MASS INTENTIONS INTENCIONES DE LA MISA The Sacraments 
RECONCILIATION (Confessions) 
Confessions are heard in the church 
Saturday mornings from 10:00 AM to 
11:00 AM or by appointment in the 
rectory. 
BAPTISM 
Parents wishing to have their child 
baptized are asked to make an 
appointment with the pastor.  If 
possible, please bring the child’s birth 
certificate. Baptisms in English are 
regularly scheduled every Saturday at 
11:00 AM. Baptisms in Spanish 
regularly take place on a Saturday at 
1:00 PM.  
MATRIMONY (Marriage) 
Couples planning to marry should plan 
and make arrangements with a priest at 
least six (6) months prior to the 
wedding date to allow sufficient time 
to complete our marriage preparation 
program. 

9:30 AM In Memory of Fr. Bellantonio & Fr. Lorenzo - by The Gaglioti Family  

11:00 AM Barbara Forrester, Gracias a Dios en su Cumpleanos - por O.L.S. 

12:30 PM In Loving Memory of Louis Ambrosio - by The René family 

8:30 AM  

8:30 AM  
6:30 PM En Memoria de Blanca Cedeno - por hermanas  

8:30 AM  

6:30 PM   

8:30 AM Abigail Gonzalez, Thanksgiving to God on her Birthday - by O.L.S. 

 
8:30 AM  

6:30 PM En Memoria de Blanca Cedeno - por hermanas  

9:00 AM  

9:30 AM In Memory of Robert Romani - by family  

11:00 AM En Memoria de Florentina Perez - por Noelia Perez  

12:30 PM  

PLEASE, REMEMBER THE SICK IN YOUR PRAYERS: 

SHARE IN THE VOCATIONIST FATHERS’ WORK FOR VOCATIONS TO  
THE PRIESTHOOD AND TO RELIGIOUS LIFE… 

1) BY OFFERING A DAILY PRAYER FOR THOSE CALLED BY GOD TO HIS SERVICE;  
2) BY OFFERING A DAILY SACRIFICE FOR THIS INTENTION; 
3) BY GIVING A DONATION WHEN ASKED. 

JANUARY MEMORIALS 

In Memory of Jean Lane & 
Johnathan Campos                           

- by The Campos family  

In Memory of Jerry Mauro                
- by Anna Sue Ambrosio 

 & Patty  

In Memory of 
Anna Cacciopoli                                      

- by Luigi D’Aniello  

In Memory of  
Louis Ambrosio                                   

- by Anna Sue & Patty  

FLOWERS TO THE  
BLESSED MOTHER 

 

SANCTUARY LAMP 
 

BREAD AND WINE 
 

ALTAR CANDLES 
 

To offer the Eucharist 
and Sacrifice for our 
deceased is an act of 
mercy of our Catholic 
faith. Remember to 
offer a Mass for your loved ones 
on birthdays or anniversaries.  

The Mass Intentions books 
for 2025 and 2026 are open!
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION                           
PARENT-CATECHIST CONFERENCES 

We invite all parents to our 
upcoming Parent-Catechist 
Conferences! This is a wonderful 
opportunity to celebrate your 
child's growth in faith & receive 
their report cards. Your presence 
and support is greatly appreciated. Conferences 
are as follows:  

 TODAY, January 4th - First to Fifth Grade 

 Sunday, January 11th  - 6th 7th, Level 1 &2 and 
Confirmation 

In the school building following  
the 9:30 AM Mass 

EDUCACION RELIGIOSA 
CONFERENCIAS DE PADRES-CATEQUISTAS 

¡Invitamos a todos los padres a nuestras próximas 
Conferencias de Padres-
Catequistas! Será una ocasión 
maravillosa para celebrar el 
crecimiento de sus hijos en la fe y 
recibir sus boletines de 
calificaciones. Valoramos su 
presencia y apoyo. Las conferencias se llevarán a 
cabo de la siguiente manera: 

 HOY, 4 de Enero - Primer grado a quinto grado 

 Domingo, 11 de Enero - Sexto grado Septimo 
grado, Nivel 1, Nivel 2, y Confirmación  

En el edificio de la escuela, después  
de la Misa de las 9:30 AM  

FATHER JUSTIN VOCATIONARY 
90 BROOKLAKE ROAD                        

FLORHAM PARK, NJ 07932 

 

Our 125th Parish Anniversary year of 
2025 year has passed. A year of jubilee 

and celebration and remembrance: 

 120th Anniversary of the dedication 
as a shrine by Saint Pope Pius X 

 100th Anniversary of the opening 
and first dedication of our 
magnificent church building 

 10th Anniversary of the rededication 
of our rebuilt and restored church 
building. 

You, our parishioners past and present, 
made it all happen, dating back to six 
men in 1900, and their prayers for a 

new parish in Coney Island.  
 

Our Lady  
of  Solace, 

 

O Mary,  
Our  Mother! 
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To offer the Eucharist and 
Sacrifice for our deceased is an 
act of mercy of our Catholic 
faith. Remember to offer a Mass 
for your loved ones on 
birthdays or anniversaries.  

The Mass Intentions book  
for 2026 is now open. 

El libro de Misas para el 2026 
está disponible. 

We invite you to stop by our 
Shrine Shop that is located in the 
vestibule. The Shrine Shop at 
Our Lady of Solace carries a wide 
range of religious goods, Catholic 
books, statues, and rosaries.  

Celebration in Honor of 
Our Lady of the Altagracia 

COME AND CELEBRATE THE FESTIVAL 
OF OUR LADY OF THE ALTAGRACIA! 

SOLEMN MASS:                                 
Sunday, January 25, 2026  

11:00 AM (Spanish) 
The Altagracia Committee 
from our parish invites you to 
spend this time with us.  If 
you wish to make a donation, 
please contact the rectory.  

YOU ARE ALL INVITED! 

Celebración en Honor de 
 

¡VEN Y CELEBRA LA FIESTA DE  
NUESTRA SEÑORA DE LA ALTAGRACIA! 

MISA SOLEMNE:                                   
Domingo, 25 de enero de 2026 

11:00 AM (en español)   
El Comité Altagracia de 
nuestra parroquia te invita a 
pasar este tiempo con 
nosotros.  Si desea hacer una 
donación, contacta la oficina. 

¡TODOS ESTÁN INVITADOS! 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
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E piphany is celebrated on the Sunday between January 2nd and January 8th. The Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord 
commemorates when Jesus Christ was revealed as the Messiah. The Gospel of Matthew recounts that three wise men from 

the East visited our savior after his birth and acknowledged him with gifts representing kingship, priesthood, and death. 
 Jesus as Light: Jesus is the light that shines in the darkness. He guides all people to God. 
 Universal Mission: Jesus came for all nations and people. His salvation is not limited to one group. 
 Fulfillment of Prophecy: Isaiah’s prophecy about light and gifts is fulfilled in Jesus. The gifts of the Magi show this 

connection. 
 Humility and Kingship: Jesus is a humble king. He shows true power through love and gentleness. 
 Inclusiveness: Paul teaches that both Jews and Gentiles share in Jesus’ promises. The Epiphany shows that everyone is 

included in God’s plan. 
 Guidance of the Star: The star leads the Magi to Jesus. This shows God’s guidance to all who seek Him. 
 Gift-Giving: The Magi bring gifts to honor Jesus. This shows recognition of His kingship and divinity. 
 Contrast with Herod: Herod’s fear and violence contrast with Jesus’ humble birth. This shows the difference between 

earthly and heavenly kingship. 

THE LIGHT THAT SHINES FOR ALL 
The Feast of the Epiphany is a celebration of light. Isaiah’s prophecy speaks of a great light shining upon Jerusalem. This light 

attracts nations and kings. It shows the presence of God and marks the beginning of a new time. This prophecy points to the 
coming of Jesus, the Messiah. He is the light for all people. 

Isaiah mentions gifts of gold and frankincense. These gifts are the same as those the Magi brought to Jesus. This connection 
ties the Old Testament to the New Testament. It shows how the prophecies are fulfilled in Jesus. The gifts of the Magi honor 
Jesus as king and God. 

The Epiphany is not just about an event long ago. It reminds us that Jesus’ mission is for everyone. He came for all nations 
and all people. The light of Jesus shines on us today, guiding us and showing us the way. This light invites us to follow Jesus and 
to share His light with others. 

THE MAGI AND THE HUMBLE KING 
The Gospel of Matthew tells the story of the Magi visiting Jesus. This is more than a story about wise men bringing gifts. It 

shows that Jesus is the Messiah for all people. The star guiding the Magi symbolizes God’s light leading all nations to Jesus. This 
light is different from the power of King Herod. Herod is powerful and fearful. Jesus, though a baby, shows a different kind of 
kingship. He is humble and vulnerable, yet He changes the world. 

Matthew’s account highlights that Jesus’ mission is for everyone, not just for the Jews. Some think Matthew added details to 
show this point. But even without proof against it, this story is important in our faith. It shows that from the start, Jesus’ life was 
marked by signs for all people, beyond Israel. 

The contrast between Jesus and Herod is clear. Herod hears of a new king and reacts with violence. He orders the killing of 
male children to protect his power. Jesus, as a baby, is innocent and helpless. Yet, He represents a new kind of authority. This 
story sets the stage for Jesus’ ministry, which challenges traditional views of power. 

Jesus’ kingship is marked by humility and love. He does not come with force but with gentleness. The Magi, wise and 
powerful in their own right, bow down to this humble king. This act shows that true wisdom recognizes the value of humility and 
love. 

As we reflect on the Epiphany, we are reminded to follow the example of the Magi. We are called to seek Jesus, recognize 
His light, and honor Him as our king. Let us embrace the humility and love that Jesus shows us and share His light with the 
world. 

TODAY’S READINGS: 
FIRST READING — Jerusalem, arise! Your light and the Lord’s glory shine upon you, attracting nations and kings. Joyfully, your 
sons and daughters return, bringing wealth and praise to the Lord. (Isaiah 60:1-6) 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM — God’s wisdom and justice in the king will usher in an era of fairness, peace, and expansive dominion, 
earning tributes from afar and devotion from all nations. (Psalm 72) 
SECOND READING — God’s grace entrusted to me reveals a mystery: Gentiles are fellow heirs with Jews, part of one body, sharing 
the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. (Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6) 
GOSPEL — Magi from the east, guided by a star, sought the newborn King of the Jews in Jerusalem, unsettling King Herod and 
the city. Informed by religious leaders about the prophesied birth in Bethlehem, Herod deceitfully instructed the magi to report 
back after finding the child. Following the star, the magi reached Jesus, worshiping Him and offering gifts. They returned home 
by another way, divinely warned to avoid Herod. (Matthew 2:1-12) 
 (from young-catholics.com) 



 

 

The Sacraments and Special Masses  
BAPTISM:   
Parents wishing to have their child baptized are asked to make an appointment by 
calling the office. All Baptisms are scheduled  every Saturday unless told otherwise. 
Baptisms in English are held at 11:00 AM and Baptisms in Spanish take place at 
1:00 PM. The important paperwork that needs to be brought 
in order to schedule the Baptism are the following: 

 Your child’s birth certificate;  
 Each sponsor needs to bring a copy of all three                   

Sacraments which are Baptism, First Communion, and 
Confirmation;  

 If the parents are married, they will need to bring a copy of 
their marriage certificate (only married by the Catholic Church). 

MATRIMONY: 
Couples planning to marry should plan and make arrangements with 
the priest beforehand approximately from 1 year to 6 months prior 
to wedding date to allow sufficient time to complete our marriage 
preparation program.  
If music is desired at the Wedding Mass or ceremony, our music director would be 
happy to meet with the couples and assist in planning their programs. Couples should 
also feel welcome to choose their own musician(s) and singer(s) instead. The music 
director should be notified so that the proper arrangements can be made for setting up 
the sound system and other logistics for them. Recorded music is not permitted. 

OTHER SPECIAL MASSES   
When arranging for a Quinceañera or Sweet 16 it is required that 
the daughter’s sacramental certificates (Baptism, First Communion, 
Confirmation) be brought to the meeting with the priest in the 
Rectory. Music is optional and can be provided by the music director 
or you are also free to hire mariachis instead, if desired. Recorded 
music is not permitted. 

FUNERALS AND MEMORIAL MASSES:  
Arrangement must be made with the funeral home and the Rectory office. 
Music is optional. Any special music requests should be arranged through 
the office or the parish music director. Recorded music is not permitted. 

 


