
 

 

December 14, 2025 

WELCOME TO 

A PARISH SERVED BY THE VOCATIONIST FATHERS 
(founded in 1920 by Saint Justin Mary Russolillo, SDV) 

Our 126th year of service to the people of God in Coney Island 
website: www.olsbrooklyn.com 

e-mail: rectoryoffice@olsbrooklyn.com 

Shrine Church of Our Lady of Solace 

2866 WEST 17TH STREET 
BROOKLYN, NY 11224 

Phone: 
(718) 266-1612 

Fax: 
(718) 301-2281 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES 

SUNDAY 
9:30 AM and 12:30 PM Masses in English 

11:00 AM Mass in Spanish 

MONDAY THRU FRIDAY MORNINGS 
8:30 AM Mass in English 

TUESDAY AND FRIDAY EVENINGS 
6:30 PM Mass in Spanish 
6:00 PM Exposition of 

the Blessed Sacrament and Benediction 
(Tuesdays and First Friday) 

SATURDAY MORNINGS 
9:00 AM Mass in English (preceded by  
Our Lady of Solace Novena at 8:30 AM)  
10:00 AM Mass in French Creole Mass 

celebrated every First Saturday of the month 

CONFESSIONS IN THE CHURCH 

SATURDAY 
10:00 AM to 11:00 AM 

PARISH STAFF 

REV. ROBERTO DA SILVA, SDV 
PARISH ADMINISTRATOR 

REV. ROWLAND ONUEGBU, SDV 
PAROCHIAL VICAR 

MS. ABIGAIL GONZALEZ 
Parish Secretary 

rectoryoffice@olsbrooklyn.com 

MRS. MARIA GARCES 
Director of Religious Education 

mgarces@olsbrooklyn.com 

MR. ROBERT WEIGEL 
Director of Music olsmusicman@earthlink.net  

MR. CELESTINO REYES 
Parish Maintenance 

PARISH TRUSTEES 
MR. VINCENT CIRINO  
MS. CARMEN RICCI 

The blind regain their sight, the lame walk, 
lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the 
dead are raised, and the poor have the 

good news proclaimed to them. 
MATTHEW 11:5 

Third Sunday 

Prepare the Way of the Lord 



 

 

Page 2 Third Sunday of Advent (Gaudete Sunday) December 14, 2025 

 Sunday 
 12/14 

9:30 AM: Mass in English (Our Lady of Solace Choir) 
10:45 AM: CCD Classes in school building 
11:00 AM: Misa en español (organista/cantante) 
12:30 PM: Mass in English (organist/singer) 

 Monday       
 12/15 

8:30 AM: Mass in English 
Eucharistic Adoration in Chapel: 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM 
Rectory Office Hours: 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM. 
9:30 AM - 1:00 PM Catholic Charities Food Pantry at Russolillo Parish Center 

 Tuesday 
 12/16 

8:30 AM: Mass in English 
Eucharistic Adoration in Chapel: 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM 
Rectory Office Hours: 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM. 
6:30 PM: Misa en español 

 Wednesday 
 12/17 

8:30 AM: Mass in English 
Eucharistic Adoration in Chapel: 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM 
Rectory Office Hours: 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM 

 Thursday 
 12/18 

8:30 AM: Mass in English 
Eucharistic Adoration in Chapel: 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM 
Rectory Office Hours: 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM 
6:30 PM: Our Lady of Solace Choir Rehearsal in the church 
(call Rectory Office for time): Women’s Cursillo Retreat in church 

 Friday 
 12/19 

8:30 AM: Mass in English 
Eucharistic Adoration in Chapel: 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM 
Rectory Office Hours: 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM 
6:30 PM: Misa en español 
(call Rectory Office for time): Women’s Cursillo Retreat in church 

 Saturday 
 12/20 

8:30 AM: Novena to Our Lady of Solace 
9:00 AM: Mass in English 
Confessions 10:00 AM to 11:00 AM in church 
RECTORY OFFICE IS CLOSED. 
(call Rectory Office for time): Women’s Cursillo Retreat in church 

THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE 

Parish Support 
We thank you for your continued love 

and support for our parish! 

Catholic Charities Food Pantry 

PICK UP AT RECTORY BASEMENT ENTRANCE. 
(CLOSED ON NATIONAL HOLIDAYS) 

Pledges received: 55 
Diocesan Assigned Goal: 

$30,805.00 

AMOUNT PLEDGED: 
$24,580.00 

AMOUNT RECEIVED: 
$20,275.00 

as of 12/8/2025 
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MASS INTENTIONS INTENCIONES DE LA MISA The Sacraments 
RECONCILIATION (Confessions) 
Confessions are heard in the church 
Saturday mornings from 10:00 AM to 
11:00 AM or by appointment in the 
rectory. 
BAPTISM 
Parents wishing to have their child 
baptized are asked to make an 
appointment with the pastor.  If 
possible, please bring the child’s birth 
certificate. Baptisms in English are 
regularly scheduled every Saturday at 
11:00 AM. Baptisms in Spanish 
regularly take place on a Saturday at 
1:00 PM.  
MATRIMONY (Marriage) 
Couples planning to marry should plan 
and make arrangements with a priest at 
least six (6) months prior to the 
wedding date to allow sufficient time 
to complete our marriage preparation 
program. 

9:30 AM In Memory of Pasquale, Jennie, Patsy & Jerry Mauro 
     - by Anna Sue & Patty  

11:00 AM En Memoria de P. Lorenzo Gomez - por Maria Marcano y Julia Torres 

12:30 PM In Memory of George Torres - by the Garces Tamily  

8:30 AM For the health of Rosa Culajay - by family  

8:30 AM For the health of Sandra Giron - by family  
6:30 PM En Memoria de Blanca Cedeno - por hermanas  

8:30 AM  In Memory of George Torres - by the Garces Family                                                                                                                

8:30 AM  

 
8:30 AM Zeyin Chiu, celebrating his Birthday - by family  

6:30 PM En Memoria de Blanca Cedeno - por hermanas                                                                                                                       

9:00 AM  

9:30 AM In Memory of Eduardo Marin - by Marin-Reyes Family  

11:00 AM En Memoria de Ricarda Ramirez - por la familia Lorenzo Muñoz 

12:30 PM In Memory of Blanche Martin - by stepdaughter, Roxanne Martin  

6:30 PM  

PLEASE, REMEMBER THE SICK IN YOUR PRAYERS: 

SHARE IN THE VOCATIONIST FATHERS’ WORK FOR VOCATIONS TO  
THE PRIESTHOOD AND TO RELIGIOUS LIFE… 

1) BY OFFERING A DAILY PRAYER FOR THOSE CALLED BY GOD TO HIS SERVICE;  
2) BY OFFERING A DAILY SACRIFICE FOR THIS INTENTION; 
3) BY GIVING A DONATION WHEN ASKED. 

DECEMBER MEMORIALS 

In Memory of 
The DeAngelis Family                                 
- by Lella DeAngelis  

Maria Reyes, en acción de 
Gracias por su cumpleaños - 

por famila Garcia-Reyes  

In Memory of 
Jonathan Campos  

- by The Lane family  

Available 

FLOWERS TO THE  
BLESSED MOTHER 

 

SANCTUARY LAMP 
 

BREAD AND WINE 
 

ALTAR CANDLES 
 

To offer the Eucharist 
and Sacrifice for our 
deceased is an act of 
mercy of our Catholic 
faith. Remember to 
offer a Mass for your loved ones 
on birthdays or anniversaries.  

The Mass Intentions books 
for 2025 and 2026 are open!
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RECONCILIATION MONDAY 
CONFESSIONS                                 

Wednesday, December 16, 2025                 
7:00 PM to 10:00 PM                                          

in the church  
As we prepare for Christmas, we invite you to take 
advantage of the opportunity to go to confession and 
celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

LUNES DE RECONCILIACION 
CONFESIONES 

Miercoles 16 de Diciembre de 2025                      
7:00 pm a 10:00 PM                                             

en la iglesia 
Mientras nos preparamos para la 
Navidad, los invitamos a aprovechar la oportunidad de 
confesarse y celebrar el Sacramento de la 
Reconciliación. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM 

Our Annual Nativity Play 
presented by our CCD students 

Sunday, December 21, 2025 at 1:30 PM in 
the school auditorium   

You are cordially invited to 
join us for a joyful celebration 
of the Christmas story, 
brought to life by our 
talented 1st - 4th grade and 
Confirmation students.  

Donations are welcomed to support 
 our Religious Education Program. 

NO RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
CLASS ON THE FOLLOWING 

DATE: 
Sunday, December 28, 2025 

(Christmas Weekend) 
Classes resume Sunday, January 4, 2026 

(The Epiphany of the Lord) 

NO HABRA CLASE DE 
EDUCACION RELIGIOSA EN 

LA SIGUENTE FECHA: 

(Fin de semana de Navidad) 

PROGRAMA EDUCACIÓN RELIGIOSA 
Obra anual de la Natividad 

Domingo, 21 de Diciembre de 2025 a la 
1:30 PM en el auditorio de la escuela   

Women’s Cursillo Retreat 
Do you feel like something is missing in 
your life? This is the moment to 
reconnect with God, with yourself, and 
with others. Experience a different kind 
of weekend, filled with love, joy, and 
spiritual renewal. 
 Discover that Christ loves you just as you are. 
 Renew your faith. 
 Form new friendships. 
 Learn to live your life with meaning and hope.  

From December 18 to 21, 2025, in the church. 
For more information, call the office at (718) 266-1612.

Cursillo de Cristiandad de Mujeres 
¿Sientes que te falta algo en la vida? 
Este es el momento de reencontrarte 
con Dios, contigo misma y con los 
demás. Vive un fin de semana 
diferente, lleno de amor, alegría y 
renovación espiritual. 
 Descubre que Cristo te ama tal como eres. 
 Renueva tu fe. 
 Forma nuevas amistades. 
 Aprende a vivir tu vida con sentido y esperanza.  

Del 18 al 21 de Diciembre de 2025, en la iglesia. 
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To commemorate the 125th anniversary of Our 
Lady of Solace, we are delighted to 
present a one-of-a-kind 
commemorative ornament that 
beautifully represents our beloved 
Church. 
These special ornaments make a 
wonderful keepsake or gift and are 
available for purchase at  he Shrine 
Shop on Sundays and at the Shrine Office during 
weekday office hours.  

Celebrate this milestone year and take home a 
piece of our parish history!  

Para conmemorar el 125.º aniversario de la 
parroquia de Santuario Iglesia de 
Nuestra Señora de Consuelo, nos 
complace presentar un adorno 
conmemorativo único que 
representa hermosamente a 
nuestra querida Iglesia. 

Estos adornos especiales son un 
recuerdo o regalo maravilloso y 
están disponibles para su compra en la Tienda del 
Santuario los domingos y en la Oficina del 
Santuario durante el horario laboral entre semana. 
¡Celebre este año tan importante y lleve a casa 
una pieza de la historia de nuestra parroquia!  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

CHRISTMAS 2025 
CELEBRATIONS 

CHRISTMAS EVE  
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24TH 
7:00 PM: Vigil Mass in Spanish  
8:30 PM: Carol Concert with the 
Our Lady of Solace Choir 
9:00 PM: Mass During the Night in English 

CHRISTMAS DAY 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 25TH 
9:00 AM: Mass in English 
11:00 AM: Mass in Spanish 

CELEBRACIONES 
DE NAVIDAD 2025 

NOCHEBUENA 
MARTES, 24 DE DICIEMBRE 
7:00 PM: Misa Vigilia en español 
(Misa de Niño Dios)  
8:30 PM: Villancicos navideños 
con el Coro Our Lady of Solace 
9:00 PM: Misa de la Noche en inglés 
LA NATIVIDAD DEL SEÑOR 
MIÉRCOLES, 25 DE DICIEMBRE 
9:00 AM: Misa en inglés 
11:00 AM: Misa en español 
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T he 3rd Sunday of Advent, Year A, is also called Gaudete Sunday. Gaudete means “rejoice.” This Sunday reminds us 
that even while we wait, we can be joyful. Advent is a time of hope and preparation. But this week, we pause to 

smile, sing, and take heed. 
 Joy in God’s Promise: The readings show that God’s promise brings joy. Isaiah speaks of the desert blooming, and 

Jesus points to His works as signs of God’s presence. 
 Patience in Waiting: James calls for patience as we wait for the Lord. Like a farmer waiting for crops, we must trust 

that God’s timing is perfect. 
 Hope for Healing: Isaiah promises healing for the blind, the deaf, and the lame. Jesus’ miracles in the Gospel show 

that He fulfills this promise. 
 The Lord is Near: The nearness of God brings hope. Jesus reminds John’s disciples that He is the one they are 

waiting for. 
 Signs of the Messiah: Jesus points to His works as signs of the Messiah. The miracles He performs fulfill the 

prophecies in Isaiah. 
 Encouragement in Trials: James encourages us to stay strong through challenges. Like the prophets, we are called to 

endure with hope and patience. 

The readings for the 3rd Sunday of Advent, Year A, are full of life. Isaiah tells us the desert will bloom. James 
encourages us to wait with patience. Jesus reminds us of the signs that God’s kingdom is near. These words give strength 
to those who are tired or uncertain. 

HERE IS YOUR GOD 
John questions Jesus from prison in today’s Gospel—for his disciples’ sake and for ours. 
He knows that Jesus is doing “the works of the Messiah,” foretold in today’s First Reading and Psalm. But John wants 

his disciples—and us—to know that the Judge is at the gate, that in Jesus our God has come to save us. 
The Liturgy of Advent takes us out into the desert to see and hear the marvelous works and words of God—the lame 

leaping like a stag, the dead raised, the good news preached to the poor (see Isaiah 29:18–20; 61:1–2). 
The Liturgy does this to give us courage, to strengthen our feeble hands and make firm our weak knees. Our hearts 

can easily become frightened and weighed down by the hardships we face. We can lose patience in our sufferings as we 
await the coming of the Lord. 

As James advises in today’s Epistle, we should take as our example the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 
Jesus also points us to a prophet—holding up John as a model. John knew that life was more than food, the body 

more than clothing. He sought the kingdom of God first, confident that God would provide (see Matthew 6:25–34). John 
did not complain. He did not lose faith. Even in chains in his prison cell, he was still sending his disciples—and us—to our 
Savior. 

We come to Him again now in the Eucharist. Already He has caused the desert to bloom, the burning sands to 
become springs of living water. He has opened our ears to hear the words of the sacred book, freed our tongue to fill the 
air with songs of thanksgiving (see Isaiah 30:18). 

Once bowed down, captives to sin and death, we have been ransomed and returned to His Kingdom, crowned with 
everlasting joy. Raised up, we now stand before His altar to meet the One who is to come: “Here is your God.”  

— From Scott Hahn  

PRAYER 
Lord, help us to see the signs of Your presence in our lives. Give us patience as we wait for You and fill our hearts 

with joy as we trust in Your promises. May we find hope in Your works and remain faithful in our journey toward 
Christmas. Amen. 

TODAY’S READINGS: 
FIRST READING — The desert will bloom and rejoice. God will strengthen the weak and bring justice. The blind will see, 
the deaf will hear, and the saved will enter Zion with joy. (Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10) 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM — The Lord is faithful, brings justice, feeds the hungry, frees captives, and gives sight to the blind. He 
supports the fatherless and widows, and reigns forever. (Psalm 146) 
SECOND READING — Be patient for the Lord’s coming, like a farmer waiting for crops. Strengthen your hearts, avoid 
complaining, and follow the example of patient prophets. (James 5:7-10) 
GOSPEL — John the Baptist sent his disciples to ask Jesus if he was the one to come. Jesus affirmed his works. He praised 
John as the greatest prophet, yet less than the least in heaven. (Matthew 11:2-11) 
 (from young-catholics.com) 



 

 

The Sacraments and Special Masses  
BAPTISM:   
Parents wishing to have their child baptized are asked to make an appointment by 
calling the office. All Baptisms are scheduled  every Saturday unless told otherwise. 
Baptisms in English are held at 11:00 AM and Baptisms in Spanish take place at 
1:00 PM. The important paperwork that needs to be brought 
in order to schedule the Baptism are the following: 

 Your child’s birth certificate;  
 Each sponsor needs to bring a copy of all three                   

Sacraments which are Baptism, First Communion, and 
Confirmation;  

 If the parents are married, they will need to bring a copy of 
their marriage certificate (only married by the Catholic Church). 

MATRIMONY: 
Couples planning to marry should plan and make arrangements with 
the priest beforehand approximately from 1 year to 6 months prior 
to wedding date to allow sufficient time to complete our marriage 
preparation program.  
If music is desired at the Wedding Mass or ceremony, our music director would be 
happy to meet with the couples and assist in planning their programs. Couples should 
also feel welcome to choose their own musician(s) and singer(s) instead. The music 
director should be notified so that the proper arrangements can be made for setting up 
the sound system and other logistics for them. Recorded music is not permitted. 

OTHER SPECIAL MASSES   
When arranging for a Quinceañera or Sweet 16 it is required that 
the daughter’s sacramental certificates (Baptism, First Communion, 
Confirmation) be brought to the meeting with the priest in the 
Rectory. Music is optional and can be provided by the music director 
or you are also free to hire mariachis instead, if desired. Recorded 
music is not permitted. 

FUNERALS AND MEMORIAL MASSES:  
Arrangement must be made with the funeral home and the Rectory office. 
Music is optional. Any special music requests should be arranged through 
the office or the parish music director. Recorded music is not permitted. 

 


